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Matthew 22:34-40 
34 But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered themselves 

together. 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 36 "Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?" 37 And He said to him, " 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 

WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is the 

great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 

AS YOURSELF.'  40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."  

• God desires us to love Him.  Jesus exemplified love while on Earth, how close do we get 

to doing the same?   

 

Luke 6:35 "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your  

reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil 

men. 

• This is the definition of unconditional love, how close do we come to it?   

 

Luke 7:12-15 
12 Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his 

mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw 

her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, "Do not weep."  14 And He came up and touched the 

coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!"  15 The dead man 

sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother.  

• Are we empathetic?  Does our empathy lead to compassionate action or just emotions.   

 

Luke 13:34 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to  

her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you would not have it!  

• Can we love and care for someone who opposes us?   

 

Luke 19:41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it,  

• Are we moved when we see someone facing destruction?   

 

John 21:15-17 
15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love 

Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My 

lambs."  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, 

"Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  17 He said to him the 

third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third 

time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." 

Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.  

• Is love our motivator?   

 

Luke 23:34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are  

doing." 

• Can we care for someone who harms us?  

 

Matthew 9:36 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed  

and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.  

• Do we have compassion for those who do not know God?   
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Matthew 14:13-14 
13 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; 

and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 14 When He went ashore, 

He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.  

• Do we have compassion only when our priorities allow?   

 

Matthew 15:32 And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, "I feel compassion for the  

people, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not 

want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way."   

• Do we concern ourselves with the needs of others?   

 

Matthew 20:29-34  
29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him. 30 And two blind men sitting by the road, 

hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!" 31 The crowd 

sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!" 32 

And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, "What do you want Me to do for you?" 33 They said to 

Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be opened." 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and 

immediately they regained their sight and followed Him. 

Mark 1:40-41 
40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, "If You 

are willing, You can make me clean." 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and 

touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."  

• Does our compassion move us to help others?   

 

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,  

but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  

• Are we compassionate to or judgmental of someone sins who commits a sin we do not?   

 

Acts 2:41-47 
41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 

thousand souls. 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  
43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the 

apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45 and they 

began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have 

need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 

they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having 

favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. 

• Do we individually and corporately look to the needs of others?   

James 2:15-16 
15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go 

in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what 

use is that?   

• Does the compassion Jesus had for us in our sin lead us to be compassionate to others?   

 

John 5:30 "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just,  

because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  

• Does our love led us to seek God’s will?   
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Mark 10:17-22 
17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, 

"Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me 

good? No one is good except God alone.  19 "You know the commandments, 'DO NOT MURDER, DO 

NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, 

HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.'"  20 And he said to Him, "Teacher, I have kept all these 

things from my youth up." 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, "One thing you 

lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 

follow Me."  22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who 

owned much property.  

• Do we love God above all else?   

 

John 8:39-47 
39 They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you are Abraham's 

children, do the deeds of Abraham.  40 "But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you 

the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do.  41 "You are doing the deeds of your father." 

They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God." 42 Jesus said to them, 

"If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have 

not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me.  43 "Why do you not understand what I am saying? 

It is because you cannot hear My word.  44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the 

desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because 

there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and 

the father of lies.  45 "But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.  46 "Which one of you 

convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me?  47 "He who is of God hears the words 

of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God."  

John 5:19-23 
19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing 

of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things 

the Son also does in like manner.  20 "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He 

Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.  21 "For 

just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He 

wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that 

all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor 

the Father who sent Him.  

• Do we Love God and honor Him in all we do?   

 

John 15:18-25 
18 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  19 "If you were of the 

world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, because of this the world hates you.  20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not 

greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they 

will keep yours also.  21 "But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do 

not know the One who sent Me.  22 "If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but 

now they have no excuse for their sin.  23 "He who hates Me hates My Father also.  24 "If I had not done 

among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen 

and hated Me and My Father as well.  25 "But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their 

Law, 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.'  

• Whose love do we seek?   
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John 14:8-15 
8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I 

been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen 

the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and 

the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 

abiding in Me does His works.  11 "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise 

believe because of the works themselves.  12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 

works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.  13 

"Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14 "If you 

ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.  

 15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  

John 14:18-24 
18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19 "After a little while the world will no longer see 

Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.  20 "In that day you will know that I am in My 

Father, and you in Me, and I in you.  21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one 

who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose 

Myself to him."  22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, what then has happened that You are going 

to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?" 23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves 

Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode 

with him.  24 "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not 

Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.  

• Does our love make us one with God 
 

1 Peter 3:8-9 
8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 not 

returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very 

purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 

• Does our compassion lead us to be a blessing to others?   

 

 

1 John 5:1-4 
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the 

child born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe 

His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His 

commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is 

the victory that has overcome the world — our faith.  

• Jesus overcame the world and paid our debt.  Jesus went to the cross for His love of God, 

do we love the Father and the Son in obedience?   

 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has 

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to 

obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven 

for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 

perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not 

see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining 

as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.  

• Loving God and His Son for the grace and mercy given to us.   


